[Sensitivity, specificity, predictive positive and negative value of the main clinical signs and symptoms of hydatiform mole].
Especially in the first weeks of pregnancy, complete and partial hydatiform moles are not easily detected by sonography, symptoms and clinical signs. Due to the rarity of moles, it is possible that they may be confused with abortive pregnancies until the pathological examination. The aim of this study is to identify the sensitivity, specificity, predictive positive and negative value of the main symptoms and clinical signs of molar pregnancies. Thirteen molar pregnancies have been detected after pathological examination from January 2003 to July 2005 in Perugia. Their main clinical signs and symptoms are compared with those recorded in 288 abortive pregnancies, 56 ectopic pregnancies and 27 Hyperemesis gravidarum, observed in the same period. Vaginal bleeding and pelvic pain are the most sensitive symptoms and have the highest predictive negative values. The size of the uterus greater for date is the most specific sign. Pelvic pain with hyperemesis, and uterus size greater for date have the highest predictive positive values, but the lowest sensitivity. A mole should be excluded in patients with hyperemesis and pelvic pain, and in patients with uterus size greater for date. In the first case, a hyperemesis gravidarum may be diagnosed and, in the second one, a twin pregnancy may be confirmed with a sonographic scan.